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SUBJECT: DEVOLUTION: LABOR PARTY SPLIT IN SCOTLAND ADDS 
NEW EACTOR 

REF: LONDON 193 13 

SUMMARY - INTERNAL DISAGREEMENT IN LABOR PARTY IN SCOT- 
LAND OVER GOVERNMENT'S DEVOLUTION WHITE PAPER IS CUR- 
RENTLY RUNNING WIDER AND DEEPER THAN MOST OBSERVERS HAD 
EXPECTED. DISSIDENTS HAVE NOW EORMED NEW AND INDEPENDENT 
"SCOTTISH LABOR PARTY" (IN PAST WE HAVE REFERRED TO LABOR 
PARTY'S REGIONAL ORGANIZATION IN SCOTLAND, THE SCOTTISH 
COUNCIL OF THE LABOR PARTY, AS THE SCOTTISH LABOR PARTY- 
HENCEEORTH WE SHALT. IDENTIFY THE OEEICIAL LABOR PARTY 
BY ITS CORRECT NAME AND THE NEW BREAK-AWAY GROUP BY ITS 
NAME, THE RESPECTIVE ABBREVIATIONS OE WHICH ARE SCLP AND 
SLP). AT THIS POINT THE SLP APPEARS TO HAVE THE POTEN- 
TIAL SERIOUSLY TO DAMAGE THE SCLP AND THE GOVERNMENT. 
REACTION TO THE NEW PARTY HAS BEEN MIXED AND TENTATIVE. 
BOTH THE SLP AND SCLP ARE CURRENTLY TRYING TO AVOID CON- 
FRONTATION WHICH WOULD PRECIPITATE FORMAL RUPTURE, THOUGH 
HOW LONG THIS SITUATION CAN LAST IS PROBLEMATIC AT.. WHILE 
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IT IS TOO EARLY TO EORECAST HOW CURRENT SCENARIO WILL 
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PLAY OUT, A NEW FACTOR HAS BEEN ADDED TO VOLATILE POLITI- 
CAL SITUATION IN SCOTLAND. END SUMMARY. 

1 . RECENT TRIP BY EMBOFF TO SCOTLAND FOR PURPOSE OF AS- 
SESSING SCOTTISH REACTION TO GOVERNMENT'S DEVOLUTION 
WHITE PAOER (REFTEL) REVEALED THAT REPORTED DIVISIONS 

IN LABOR OARTY ARE MORE PROFOUND THAN HAD BEEN APPARENT 
FROM LONDON OR THAN HAD BEEN EXOECTED BY MOST POLITICAL 
OBSERVERS IN SCOTLAND. LABOR PARTY DISSIDENTS, LED BY 
MP JIM SILLARS AND FORMER RESEARCH OFFICER ALEX NEIL. 

HAVE MOVED QUICKLY TO FORM NEW GROUP THEY ARE CALLING 
SCOTTISH LABOP PARTY. INITIAL PUBLIC RESOONSE TO THIS 
INITIATIVE, ACCORDING TO ITS LEADERS, HAS BEEN VERY HEAR- 
TENING. 

2. SILLARS AND NEIL TOLD EMBOFF THAT THEY INTENDED TO 
HOLD FIRST FORMAL ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING JANUARY 18. 

THEY HAVE ALREADY SECURED SUFFICIENT FINANCIAL BACKING 
TO EMPLOY NEIL, WHO RESIGNED HIS OOSITION AS SCLP RE- 
SEARCH OFFICER FOLLOWING RELEASE OF WHITE PAPER. ON FULL 
TIME BASIS. QILLARS. WHO RESIGNED FROM SCLP EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE (BUT NOT LABOR OARTY). HAS BEEN JOINED BY AN- 
OTHER MEMBER OF SCLP EXECUTIVE. DANUS SKENE, WHO HAS RE- 
FUSED TO RESIEN HIS POSITION. AT LEAST SIX SCLP CONSTI- 
TUENCY PARTY SECRETARIES HAVE ANNOUNCED THEIR AFFILIATION 
WITH SLP, AS HAVE MANY BRANCH (WARD) LEVEL OFFICIALS AND 
RANK AND FILE MEMBERS. NONE, AOPARENTLY, HAS RESIGNED 
FROM SCLP. SILLARS AND NEIL ALSO CLAIM TRADE UNIONISTS 
HAVE RESPONDED WARMLY TO NEW PARTY. WITH SEVERAL UNION 
BRANCHES ANNOUNCING THEIR INTENTION TO SUPPORT IT - IN- 
DEED. ONE AUEW BRANCH HAS ALREADY MADE SUBSTANTIAL FINAN- 
CIAL CONTRIBUTION - AND AN INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZER HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED. SLP OLANS TO AFFILIATE TRADE UNION MEMBERS 

BY INDUSTRIAL PLANT BRANCHES RATHER THAN ESTABLISH DI- 
RECT LINK WITH UNIONS, THEREBY AVOIDING UNION BLOC VOTE 
WHICH HAS PLAGUED LABOR PARTY. 

3. ACCORDING TO SILLARS. SLP IS DESIGNED TO ATTRACT 
LABOR SUPPORTERS WHO ARE DISSATISFIED WITH GOVERNMENT'S 
GENERAL PERFORMANCE AS WELL AS DISILLUSIONED OVER ITS 
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DEVOLUTION PROPOSALS. SLP WILL STAKE OUT POSITION TO 
LEFT OF LABOR PARTY (BUT MORE IN LINE WITH TRADITIONAL 
SCLP POSTURE), ADVOCATING GREATER STATE OWNERSHIP AND 
EXTENDED SOCIAL PROGRAMS. SILLARS HIMSELF IS LEFT-WING 
SOCIALIST WITH TRADE UNION BACKGROUND. HE HAS UTOPIAN 
VISION OF AN "ETHICAL" SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY WHICH IN MANY 
RESPECTS IS SIMILAR TO THAT OF EARLY CHRISTIAN COMMUNI- 
TARIANS. COUPLED WITH THIS, HE HAS OUTSTANDING ORGANI- 
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ZATIONAL ABILITY (HE WAS UNION ORGANIZER BEFORE ENTERING 
PARLIAMENT AND REPUTEDLY HAS BEST CONSTITUENCY ORGANIZA- 
TION IN SCOTLAND). ABLE POLITICAL MIND AND CONFIDENT. 
PERSUASIVE STYLE. ALTHOUGH IDEOLOGICAL BENT OF NEW PARTY 
HAS YET TO BE DEFINED, COMMITTEES ARE REPORTEDLY DRAFTING 
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POLICY STATEMENTS ON DEVOLUTION, NORTH SEA OIL, HOUSING, 
EDUCATION. EMOLOYMENT, LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRIAL 
DEMOCRACY. PRESUMABLY SILLARS' INFLUENCE WILL BE FELT 
ON ALL THESE QUBJECTS. SLP HAS PRINTED ONE THOUSAND MEM- 
BERSHIP CARDS, AND SILLARS OPINED THAT 2,500 TO 3,000 
MEMBERS AT TWO POUNDS A YEAR WOULD ASSURE FINANCIAL VIA- 
BILITY OF NEW PARTY. 

4. DESPITE THESE INITIATIVES. SILLARS IS EXERCISING CER- 
TAIN DEGREE OF CAUTION TO AVOID FORMAL BREAK WITH LABOR 
PARTY. HE WILL NOT RESIGN FROM LABOR PARTY OR PARLIA- 
MENTARY LABOR PARTY (PLP), AND WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
GOVERNMENT IN COMMONS - AS HE NOTED, "AS BAD AS WILSON 
GOVERNMENT IS, IT IS STILL FAR BETTER THAN A TORY GOVERN- 
MENT." GOVERNMENT, OF COURSE, NEEDS HIS PLP MEMBERSHIP 
TO PROTECT ITS NARROW MAJORITY IN COMMONS. SILLARS IS 
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REASONABLY CONFIDENT THAT FORMAL SPLIT CAN BE AVOIDED, 

AT LEAST UNTIL SCLP ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN LATE MARCH, AND 
IMPLIES THAT FORMAL BREAK COULD BE AVOIDED IF GOVERNMENT 
WILL COME AROUND TO HIS POSITION ON DEVOLUTION, I.E., 

THAT SCOTTISH ASSEMBLY HAVE MEANINGFUL TAX POWER AND 
AUTHORITY OVER SCOTTISH ECONOMY AND INDUSTRY. OUR SOUN- 
DINGS OF SCLP LEADERS INDICATE THAT THEY TOO WOULD PREFER 
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TO AVOID CONFRONTATION WITH SLP, THOUGH SEVERAL MEMBERS 
OF SCLP EXECUTIVE ARE KNOWN TO FAVOR IMMEDIATE EXPULSION 
OF SIT .LARS AND OTHER DISSIDENTS. 

5. MOST INDEPENDENT POLITICAL OBSERVERS TO WHOM WE SPOKE 
EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT APPARENT SUCCESS OF SLP, THOUGH 
THEY POINTED OUT THAT ITS PARTISANS INCLUDED SEVERAL 
SCOTTISH JOURNALISTS AND TELEVISION NEWSMEN WHO ARE EN- 
SURING NEW PARTY RECEIVES EXTENSIVE AND FAVORABLE COVER- 
AGE. PROF. RICHARD ROSE, STRATHCLYDE UNIVERSITY POLITI- 
CAL SCIENTIST, PRIVATELY EXPRESSED DOUBT AS TO SLP'S 
LONG-TERM VIABILITY. BUT ACKNOWLEDGED IT COULD CAUSE SE- 
RIOUS PROBLEMS FOR SCLP IN GENERAL ELECTION BY DIVIDING 
TRADITIONAL LABOR VOTE IN SCOTLAND. EDITOR OF SCOTSMAN 
NEWSPAPER (EDINBURGH) SUGGESTED FORMATION OF SLP DIS- 
CLOSED BANKRUPTCY OF SCLP LEADERSHIP AND RESTIVENESS OF 
RANK AND FILE. HE BELIEVES SLP COULD DISPLACE SCLP AS 
SCOTLAND'S LEFT-WING POLITICAL PARTY. SCLP I, RADERS. 

HOWEVER, WERE OUTWARDLY SKEPTICAL SLP WOULD LONG SURVIVE, 
THOUGH FEARFUL THAT IT WOULD DAMAGE LABOR PARTY IF IT 
CONTESTED ELECTIONS. BOTH SCLP REGIONAL AGENT JAMES 
MCGRANDLE AND SCLP CHAIRMAN TOM FULTON WERE INCENSED AT 
DIVISIVE STRATEGY OF SILLARS AND HIS SUPPORTERS, BUT AS 
INDICATED ABOTE, DO NOT SEEK TO EXPET .1. DISSIDENTS. OER- 

HAPS MOST REALISTIC, ALBEIT TENTATIVE' ASSESSMENT CAME 
FROM SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY (SNP) LEADERS TO WHOM WE 
SPOKE (SENIOR VICE CHAIRMAN MARGO MACDONALD AND PRESS OF- 
FICER/IDEOLOGUE STEPHEN MAXWELL) THEY RELIEVE IT IS TOO 
EARLY TO JUDGE LONGER-TERM PROSPECTS OF SLP. IF, HOWEVER, 

IT SHOULD BE VIABLE, THEY BOTH SUGGESTED THAT IT COULD 
HURT SNP AS BADLY AS SCLP, ATTRACTING MANY SNP SUPPORTERS 
WHO OOOOSE SEPARATE SCOTLAND. MAXWELL EVEN THEORIZED 
THAT SLP WOULD MAXIMIZE ITS CHANCES BY ADOPTING FIRM SO- 
CIAL DEMOCRATIC RATHER THAN SOCIALIST IDEOLOGY, A PATH 
WHICH SILLARS AT LEAST WOULD REJECT. ACCORING TO MAXWELL. 
YOUNGER GENERATION OF SCOTTISH VOTERS (AND MANY OF THEIR 
ELDERS) REJECT DOCTRINAIRE SOCIALISM AND SOCIALIST ORIEN- 
TED SLP WOULD OROBABLY NOT DO WELL OUTSIDE GLASGOW AREA. 

6. COMMENT: THE OBSERVATIONS OF OUR VARIOUS INFORMANTS 
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ALL CONTAIN SOME VALID POINTS. HIGHLIGHTING THE GROWING 
COMPLEXITY OF SCOTTISH POLITICS. WE BELIEVE IT IS MOST 
UNLIKELY THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL AMEND ITS DEVOLUTION 
OROPOSALS SUFFICIENTLY TO SATISFY THE LABOR PARTY DISSI- 
DENTS IN SCOTLAND. THAT BEING THE CASE, IF THE SLP FOL- 
LOWS ITS PRESENTLY CHARTED COURSE TO ITS LOGICAL DESTI- 
NATION - CONTESTING ELECTIONS - THE SCLP WILL BE FOR- 
MALLY SPLIT. SHORT OF ELECTORAL PARTICIPATION. HOWEVER, 
THE SLP COULD BE ALLOWED TO COEXIST WITH THE SCLP UNDER 
LABOR PARTY UMBRELLA. SOME MEMBERS OF THE SCLP EXECUTIVE 
BELIEVE THAT SILLARS AND ASSOCIATES SHOULD BE EXPELLED 
PROMPTLY TO STOP EROSION OF THE SCLP ITSELF. THIS ARGU- 
MENT. HOWEVER. IS COUNTERBALANCED BY THE GOVERNMENT'S 
NEED TO KEEO SILLARS IN THE PLP. AND WE ARE INCLINED TO 
THINK THE LATTER CONSIDERATION WILL PREVAIL FOR THE TIME 
BEING. PROSPECTS FOR THE SLP AS AN INDEOENDENT PARTY 
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ARE NOT GOOD, EVEN THOUGH OPINION POLLS INDICATE IT HAS 
RICH LODE OF DISCONTENT WITH GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE TO 
MINE, AS WELL AS RESISTANCE TO THE SEPARATIST SCOTLAND 
IDEAL ADVOCATED BY THE SNP. THE ECONOMICS OF UK POLITICS 
SUGGESTS THAT THE SLP WOULD BE FINANCIALLY STRAPPED WITH 
AS MANY AS 5,000 DUES PAYING MEMBERS, EVEN WITHOUT ELEC- 
TION EXPENSES. SHOULD THE SLP ENTER ELECTIONS. THE SCLP 
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WOULD BRING ITS CONSIDERABLE RESOURCES TO BEAR IN AN EF- 
FORT TO CRUSH THE DISSIDENTS. WHILE SILLARS HIMSELF 
MIGHT NOT BE SERIOUSLY THREATENED BY AN OFFICIAL LABOR 
CANDIDATE, THE THOUGHT OF BUMPING HEADS WITH AN OFFICIAL 
CANDIDATE IN AN ELECTION DETERRED AT LEAST ONE OTHER 
DISSENTING LABOR MP (lOHN ROBERTSON) FROM JOINING THE 
SLP. NEVERTHELESS, SLP PARTICIPATION IN A GENERAL ELEC- 
TION WOULD INCREASE POLITICAL UNCERTAINTIES IN SCOTLAND, 
CONVERTING THE CURRENTLY FLUID FOUR-PARTY STRUCTURE TO 
ONE HAVING FIVE PARTIES AND CREATING AN EVEN MORE VOLA- 
TILE, UNPREDICTABLE SITUATION. 

RICHARDSON 
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